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(as 1 said) they have very few lawes; and the plainer and grosser
that anye interpretation is, that they allowe as most juste. For all
lawes (sale they) be made and publyshed onely to the intente that by
them every man shoulde be put in remembraunce of his dewtie. But
the craftye and subtill interpretation of them (forasrnuche as few
can atteyne thereto) canne put verye fewe in that remembraunce,
where as the simple, the plaine and grosse meaninge of the lawes is
open to everye man. Elles as touching the vulgar sort of the people,
which he bothe moostes in number, and have moste nede to knowe
their dewties, were it not as good for them, that no law were made at
all, as when it is made, to bringe so blynde an interpretation upon it,
that without greate witte and longe arguynge no man can discuss it?
To the fyndynge oute wherof neyther the grosse judgement of the
people can attaine, neither the whole life of them that be occupied in
woorkinge for their livynges canne suffice thereto. These vertues of
the Utopians have caused their nexte neiboures and borderers, whiche
live ire and under no subjection (for the Utopians longe ago, have
delivered manye of them from tirannie) to take magistrates of them,
some for a yeare, and some for five yeares space. Which when the
tyme of their office is expired, they bringe home againe with honoure
and praise, and take new againe with them into their countrey.
These nations have undoubtedlye very well and holsomely pro-
vided for their common wealthes. For seynge that bothe the makinge
and marringe of the weale publique doeth depend and hang upon the
maners of the rulers and magistrates, what officers coulde they more
wyselye have chosen, then those which can not be ledde from honestye
by bribes (for to them that shortly after shal depart thens into their
own countrey money should be unprofitable) nor yet be moved eyther
with favoure, or malice towardes any man, as beyng straungers, and
unacquainted with the people? The which two vices of affection and
avarice, where they place in judgementes, incontinente they breake
justice, the strongest and suerest bonde of a common wealth. These
peoples which fetche their officers and rulers from them, the Uto-
pians call their fellowes. And other to whom they have been bene-
ficiall, they call their frendes.
As touching leagues, which in other places betwene countrey and
countrey be so ofte concluded, broken and renewed, they never make
none with anie nation. For to what purpose serve leagues ? say they.
As thoughe nature had not set sufficient love between man and man.
And who so regardeth not nature, thinke you that he will pass for
wordes? They be brought into this opinion chiefelye, because that
in those partes of the worlde, leagues- betwene princes be wont to be
kept and observed very sklenderly.
For here in Europa, and especiallye in these partes where the faith
and religion of Christe reigneth, the majestie of leagues is everye